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Survey on effect of propolis extract on the broiler chicks performance
Mayahi, M. Najafzadeh, H. Rasakh, A. R.Dehghan, M.

Abstract:

The present study was conducted to evaluate effects of oral administration of propolis extract as
growth promoter on the broiler performance. Two hundred twenty five one- day broiler chicks
were randomly divided into 5 treatments with 3 replicates. All treatment received basal diet with
equal protein and energy. Group A and B chicks received propolis extract 200 and 400 mg Per
kilogram body weight respectively at first day of weeks, 1 , 2 and 3. Group C and D chicks
received propolis extract, similar to group A and B for 6 weeks. Group E chicks not received
propolis and kept as negative control. Feed intake, weight gain and feed conversion ratio (F.C.R)
were calculated for 5 groups at ends of 21 and 42 days of age. The results were analysis by SPSS
program. The results showed mean feed intake and F. C. R of group A chicks was higher than
group B chicks, but mean weight gain and F.C.R was lower. Mean weight gains, feed intake and
F.C.R. of group C chicks was lower than group D. Group C chicks had lowest F.C.R. and group D
chicks had highest weight gains and feed intake. It was concluded that oral administration of
propolis extract increased mean weight gain and feed intake and rate of effect related to period and
concentration of propolis extract.

Key words: Propolis extract, performance, broiler chicks, orally, growth promoter





